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U.S. Rep. Ann Marie Buerkle, R-Onondaga Hill, isn’t happy with the maps drawn by New York State Assembly and Senate leaders. Some central New York residents feel the same way.

Members of the public had until 11:59 p.m. Friday to submit their own proposals or comments to a federal court. U.S. Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann has been named a “special master” by the court to draw congressional district lines for New York after state legislators failed to reach an agreement.

The court received several submissions from New York residents, including those from central New York and the 25th Congressional District, who feel that a new district should be fair for both Democrats and Republicans, and not give either party a large enrollment advantage.

In the Assembly Democrats’ and Senate Republicans’ proposals, Tompkins County would be in the district Buerkle would run for re-election in. Tompkins, with twice as many Democrats as Republicans, would give Democrats an advantage in this year’s election, and in future races.

Syracuse resident Richard Palmer said in his letter to the court Friday that the district shouldn’t include areas to the south.

“I am a constituent of the (25th Congressional District) and I realize that redistricting must be done,” Palmer wrote. “I feel our district should be expanded east or west and not south. But I feel that as long as the plan is fair for all, Congressman Buerkle will meet the challenge with great success.”

Charles Baldo, of Rochester, also opposes how the 25th Congressional District was redrawn by state legislators. He, like Palmer and others, asked for a fair district.

“Please do not allow the (25th Congressional District) to be redrawn as proposed,” Baldo wrote. “The current district is a fair and even district that was based on geography. The proposed district harms me to be forced into a district that is created for political means only and ensures a loss before the election even happens.”

Syracuse attorney Raymond Dague made the case in his letter that while a central New York congressional district could have counties like Cayuga or Wayne join Onondaga County, counties in the Southern Tier — like Tompkins County — should be in a separate district.

“I would urge rejection of both of these maps,” Dague said in his letter, referring to the Assembly and Senate proposals. “The court should reconfigure what is currently the 25th Congressional District (a central New York district) so that it includes only those communities, and does not include any of the Southern Tier communities. Likewise, the Southern Tier communities should be in a district or districts which are in that region, and which do not include central New York.”

The court in Brooklyn will hold a public hearing Monday to receive more feedback on the proposed maps. Judge Mann will have her own proposal ready by March 12.

In other news:

• Former New York Gov. George Pataki chimed in on the issue of pension reform this week. He supports Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s push for reforming the state’s pension system and adding a new tier — Tier VI.

“Part and parcel of our burgeoning debt crisis are unfunded pension costs,” Pataki said in a statement. “Public pensions are short over $2.8 trillion, and the cost of rescuing the plans in which employers have not set aside enough money, an issue that affects over 44 million Americans, has left the Pension Benefit Guarantee Corporation with a $26 billion deficit. National, state and local reforms are necessary to create a successful and sustainable system now and for future government employees, ultimately reducing government liability. It is imperative to support efforts to rein in unfunded pension costs within New York State and around the country.”
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